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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an optical 
device, a light pickup, and an optical disk device which 
is constituted small-sized and at low cost, along with 
reduced returned light noise of a laser element. 

SOLUTION: A light pickup 13 includes a laser element 21 
for irradiating a polarized light, an objective lens 24 
for passing the light beam exiting from the laser 
element 21, in such a way that the light in focused onto 
a signal recording face of an optical disk (D) which is 
rotatively driven, and an optical detector 25 to which 
the returned light beam from the signal recording face 
of the optical disk (D) is incident. In addition, the 
pickup includes an optical element 26 with a polarized 
light rotating mechanism, so that the polarized 
direction of the returned light beam to the laser 
element 21 is transformed by the optical element 26 into 
a direction different from the polarized direction of 
the exiting light beam from the laser element 21 . 
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